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GOODLAND'S CENTURY 


- GOODLAND'S CENFURY = 


(Prepared for the September 6, 1966 meeting of the 
Woman's Literary Clubs) 


It is known there were white settlers in this 
territory as eerly as 1826 and by 1&5 there were a 
mmber of white families living hereabout,:, among 
them the David Creek, Slake Wilson and Johrilson fami- 
lies; When a railroad running fron east to west 
pushed through this region in 1856 (the developnent 
then being abandoned until 1858) a way station was 
established at the east end of what is now the town of 
Goodland. I+ consisted of half a dozen shanties, with 
a rude sign bearing the name “Tivoli® nailed to a post, 
and became enoen by that name. Mrz Fay Burgess relates 
it was located along the creek, about there hhe so= 
called stockyard was located. There were 4 deaths 
during those brief years and a small cemetery was 
established « 

In 1813 there was born in New York state a 
boy who was destined to pley a er ets in the de=- 
velopment of Goodland = William Foster. In 1841 he 
emigrated to Wisconsin, later going to Vincennes in 


4 Indiana , but by 182 he went to Lavayette wnere for 


the next eight years he was connected with the rail- 
roady At that time traina ran from Crawfordsville to 


Lavayette, later extending to Michigan City no#th and 


part way to Feoria to: the west. However, it was the 


aim of the railroad to éxtend this east-west road 


from Logansport to Feoria. William Poster played a 


large part in this development and by January 1, 1560 
the road was conpleted to Peoria, the first train 
running on Christmas Day 1559. It was quite a feat 
to extend the road across this swanpy prairie with 
ita long, tough joint-graes, but #r. Zoster wasn't 
too occupied with this <roject to fail to note the 


richness of the soil and decided he gould like to 


build a town here in Indiana. He bought about a 


Be noieas acres and in 1862, I believe, his brother 
Timothy who had joined him here in Indiana, platted 
a town, William foster having given a couple hundred 
acres for the purpose, which he named "Goodland®. 

Of this 200 acres about 5 ae was given over to a 
Pena part of which was reserved for outdoor activi- 
ya At first things moved very slowly in the 


development cf the town. sut in 1868 a man named 


Julian Strawn from around Ottawa, Illinois, havine 


| heard of this fine grain country, csme and built an 
elevator and began buying grain. He wasn't over= 
burdenee with business, but nothing caunted he pur= 
chased a large tract of land and persuaded a number 
of LaSalle County, Illinois, faners to buy some of 
his Indiana land. ie sold his lend on long term, 
easy payments. It was at thet time George Hardy 
came to Goodland as did also Richard Constable and 
fenily who had come from England to Illinois sone 
j yeara earlier, as well as the Burgess family who 
had come to Illinois from New York state. 

People begam coming in not only fron 
Illinois but from Virginia, Kontucky, Pennsylvania 
and New York Paton fron Kentucky came Dr. Milton 
; | Huncton, who started the practice of medicines, aa 
Aniesep in Dr. Lovett. Hamilton Green came from 
# New York state in 1866. He was a cabinet maker and 
builder and helped build a number of the first build- 
ing erected in town. He later entered the furniture 
business with A. T. McCurry. Mr. Green, by the way, 
was the father of Daisy Spinney and the grandfather 
of Vera Howard. 


Nellie MeCurry i3 the daughter-in-lew 


nd William. George Hardy, father of Ethel Kennedy, 

ne of our valued members until her death, became a 
anker here, and the Richard Constable who also set- 
led here at that time acquired . large acreage, which 
| imazine is still in the fanily, R. L. Constable being 
grandson. 

The two Burgess brothers who also came at 
hat time both acquired farms, but later Hiram surgess 
les a drug store and the son of Charles Surgess, who 
more his father's name, went in to the hardware busi- 
fness with Mr. Tom Gray, who with his wife came here fron 
ew York state in 1870. Charles Surgess’ daughter is 
fortes Burgess Hoornbeek. 

Two ambitious young men, Mosher and Orvis by 
ivanee opened a lerge store in what is now Gravel's 
itheatre building, which they named the New York Store. 
Later this store was purchased by Kishlér and Z. #. 
giittie, the latter having come here as station agent 
; for the T. P. & W.R.»R. Later Kishler sold out to 

] Mttle, sho later moved the store into the Jacob's 

| building (the site of the present A. & P. Store and 

} Zarshino Electrical store) having gone into partner- 


Bhip with Mr. Jacobs. 


iF AGW, 


Dr. Pratt, who beeides being a fine physician 


nd surgeon was an excellent business man as well, was 
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he first president of the bank — the First Mathonal 

nky later a seoond bank was organized by A- G. Jakway | 

alled the Stete Bank & Trust Company and became its | 

irat president, later being succdeded by James Bell. 

The business street at that time wae Main St., 
which runs just south of the park and in front of 
Gravel's theatre, the Burgeas and Gray Hardware Store 
being on the corner of what is. now the southwest corner 
08 our park, and at what now is the southeast corner of 
the perk was the Nichols House with several rebidences 
in between. | 
The first public echool building in Goodland 

was erected in the late 1850's. About 75 pupils were 
in attendance in the one room school - many coming from 
a considerable distance. In 1871 a small room was 
added and in 1875 two additional rooms made a sizable 
school. Mr. A. T. McCurry ané his wife taught for two 
yeara, he having been elected principal of the first 
graded school, In 1878 “abel Tedford's father, J. J. 
Eckman, was eleoted principal of the school and while 


serving in our school system met and married Wary 


Pettit, whose parents coming from Vrance had settled 


in Illinois and leter moved to Goodland. heir other 
daughter, Leona, married Dr. Pratt. In 1337 it was 
found necessary to build a larger school building, and 
on the site of what is now the grade building a brick 
structure was mecten: In 1894 the Goodland institution 


was commissioned, the high school having been incorpora— 
ted as a pert of a reguler four-year course. On Jam- 


ery 21, 1908 the school house was entirely destroyed 
by fire and a ner structure (the present grade build- 
ing was erected and ready for ocoupanoy in January 


of 1909. ite Vinal 
In 1880 Olive Hoornhbeek's grandfather 


Stryker came as minister of the Presbyterian Church 
enk though he had to retire at the end of the year be- 
cause of failing health, his daughter Lillie had met 
and soon théreafter married the young hardware mer= 
chant Charles Burgess. Also, the Hartley brothers 
must not be overlooked. They did a very lerge grain 
business for yeara and it was they who installed the 
first telephone, one connecting their Goodland and 
Wadena offices. It waa the first independent line 

in northern Indiana and proved so successful a com- 


pany was formed and connections between Kentland and 


REM T e  e T e 


grook were established. In 1900 the company was sold 
to ¥. &. Washburn, who was then with the Amerfcan 
releniione Gon'eary in Chicago. 

William Sanes, born in Oansada,came Hors in 
1879 and opened a store with Mir, Mills, becoming one 
of the leading merchants of the town. Our eaaher 
Lela MoConnell is his daughter. The Spinney brothers 
Arthur and Charles, had one of the largest depart- 
ane stores. Young John Cooke came to work in the 
Burgess drug store, later buying: the business. 
| Doctors, dentists, lewyers came and settled in the 
| town ~ residences were built along north Newton St,, 
and the town grew. | 

In 1874. occurred the “ever to be remembered® 

big crop. The corn belt was at that time Souceratioes 
Se 3mall and a drouth during the summer months made 
the crop Slebshere almost a failure. But upon the 
new untiled lends of this locality the drouth was 
favorable and corn made a wonderful gronth and yield, 
Enthusiasm knew no bounds, many a farm was paid for 
by that year's yield and men went wild, selling and 
mortgaging their homes to buy more land. However, 


three successive very rainy years made times very hard 


4ndeed. A. Jo Kith, editor of the Goodland Herald, 
wrote that though it proved costly the lessons 


learned have borne excellent fruit for it teught 


| the farmers that sonething besides corn must be 


raised, more stock must be handled, and a mbre ex- 
tensive and liberal system of farming inaugurated. 

The first eran published in Goodland 
was known as the Saturday Herald, wyich was founded 
in 1877, but it lasted but array months. Another 
paper was started the Roilenive year by a Wa. Coppock « 
His plant burned in Septenber of that year (1878) 
and Ae Je Kitt, who had been enployed ab the paper, 
founded what is now known as the Goodland Herald 
and proved a very good editor indeed. In 1908 he 
sold the paper to Will Logan. 

The following is quoted from an article 
which appeared in the Chicago Evening Journal Janu- 
ary 10, 1891. It appears a copy of Mr. Kitt's 
Boodle Herald had come to their attention and after 
commenting favorably on it they wrote ~ “Good lend 
as a station has been in existence for more than 29 yea 
but its history as a town dates back but little more 


than 17 years. It now has a population around 1,000, 


vad 


contains a number of thriving business houses in~ 
eluding three dry goods stores, one of which sold 
$75 000. worth of goods last year, one clothing 
atore, two drug stores, two hardward stores, two 
Geet markets, two restaurants, two millinery stores, 
one furniture store, tro elevators, two livery 
stables, suber, one printing office, three black=- 
smith shops, one lumber yard, two coal yarde, one 
harness ehop, one poultry Pripeine eatablishnent, 
one shos-shop, five churches and two hotels®. 

the firet church organized wae the Methodist 
Church when in 1855 a handful of people met in the 
home of David Oreek and held their services there. 


In 1866 the Presbyterian Church was ogganized and two 


years leter (1868) the Baptist Church. Mrs. Tom Gray 
recalled that when she end her husbamd came to Good- 
lend in 1870 the three churohes met in the school 
house which was located at the south end of the 
present park. ne Rowan Catholic Church had e small 
frame structure, which was later beets by the 
presen’ brick structure, largely through the gifts 
and efforts of eter Brook, harness maker, father of 


Henry and Roae Brook, and Paul Weishaery There was 


also a little lutheran Church. The Methodist Church 
built a lovely white frame building in 1872, the 
Presbyterian Church enlarged their church to the pre- 
sent structure in 1897 and the Baptist Church built 


their brick churoh in 18%, which burned and was rem 


gbuilt that same yoare 

In 1902 the Wonan's Literary Olub was OF~ 
ganized. There had been and etill were, other clubs — : 
the Pleasure and Profit Qlub, for one, the Shakes- 
peare Club was another and the cultural and social 
life of the town was not neglected, Goodland was 
unique in that it he'd 80 much artistic talentamong 
ite inhabitants - enough unusually fine voices to 
have a double quartette — gave cantatas and oratorios 
sending to Ohicago for custumes and settings. Ela- 


borate dinners were given for 4O or 50 guests, three 


hostesses some times going together, giving the dinners 
“in McCurry's Hall, transporting many of their own home 
furnishings, such as rugs end chairs, to the hall and 
serving a dinner such as woSve heard about when the 
table "fairly groaned". 

Doubtless we all know that our county — 


Newton — was once a part of Jasper County. People 


living in the western part of the county complained 
|pitterly at the distance they had to go to reach 

me county seat, Rensselear, and finally a division 

was effected,the present boundaries being decited 

upon. When it came to naming the new county some 

one who had read a new Life of Francis Marion recent- 

ly remembered how two of Marion's men had been such 

very close friends, their namee being Jasper and New- 

hon and suggested the newly formed county be called 

Newton and thus it acquired ite name, Now came the 


question of where to place the county seat. Some yoars 


before to thé little station eight miles west of 
Goodland, called Adriance, had come a young man with 
money and a driving ambition whose name was Alexander 
Kents He had a burning ambition to have the town 
called "Kent" and when 4+ waa discovered another town 
4n Indiana already bore that name some one came up with 
"Kentland®, and this became its namé. Having accon- = 
plished that Mr. Kent now wanted the county seat there 
in Kentland. He gave some ground on which to erect 

a court house end the then governor of Indiana was a 
close friend of his ~ and well, Xentland got the 


court house. Goodland seems not to have entered into 
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the hot disputes that followed - Morocoo and Brook 

oe feeling they anoald have the court house, Moroe- 
oo because it was the most centrally located of any 
of the towns in the county and the Lyons family in 
Brook wanted it and felt they should have it, That 
= nglé went on for yoars with nothing being accom 
plished, Then in 1900 the census showed Goodland had 


the largest population of any town in the county. 
Human nature ‘being what it is the men who had been 


interested in getting the court house for their re- 
spective towns thought sol itiany not Goodland. They 
approached the Goodland people with this idea and it 
caught fire immediately - Why not indeed - every one 
knew the many advantages ete the court house of the 
county and here was Goodland, the largest town in the 
county, having larger stores than any place roundabout 
outside of Renaselear and the only town in the an 
with two railroads = one to the east and west and the 
other to the north end south. The idea seemed ta meet 
with much favor everywhere in the county save Kentland, 
quite naturally, and it turned out the sentiment in 
favor of moving the court house was ao overwhelming 
that Kentland, now thoroughly alarmed, appealed from 


the decision of the commissioners 


to the circuit -- 


ene eee 


j 
| 
; 
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upon a technicality of the law - 4 feature of the 


law which they hoped to have construed against : 
Goodland which said “unless a petition for removal 


4s filed within one year Or an election held within 


TE tno years" the commissioners shall proceed to enter 
an ae for tne building of a court house at Kentland. 
this law has since been changed and never again could 
4 this be eet put that didn't help Goodland thene 
| . Goodland had a site ready for the court house 
should they win it ~ it was to be built about where 
our Library now stands, and for 4 time after that it 
got to Be py OPE Batevoacres Then William Stewert, 
one of our leading citizens, who had a great love of 
the great outdoorse conceived the idea of making a 
pari out of the five acre plot. ith the cooperation 
of other citizens they engaged some bandscape men and 
transformed it into a very nice little perk, with a 
fountain throwing a spray of water {nto the air where 
| ths old torm punp had been. 

Goodland has always eushOd beshtad Liy an 
agricultural town, though it has had for many, many 
years the big poultry shipping business now known as 


Sherman White. It also had a concern manufacturing +h- 


ifiret successful shook absorber for Ford cars, the 


jbrain child of Andrew Hawn = he and ©. A. Doland form- 

ing a partnership, Later we had the Judson=Dunaway 
concern, whose establishment was completely dastréayed 

by fire and at present Better Coils, Inc. Fires have 
tkken a big toll in Goodland. In the Fall of 1902 

the large grain elevator Burned to the ground. Spinney 
Brothers store also burned and re~built as well as 


| the school house and Baptist church, as etready men- 


tioned. And the lovely old white church of the Methodist 


burned on January lst, 1922, ; | 
Newton County could have had a county hos 

pital since 1920 had it not been for the sort of dog- 

insthe manger attitude of a great number of its citi- 

sense In that year our philanthrophio citizen, 

Henry Griggs, offered to give $60,000. towards a 

county hospital if it was erected in Goodland. 

| A firm 6f architects in South Bend drew up plang 

for a hospital costing $100,000, sut it seens there 

“were too many voters who must have felt that if we 


can't have the hospital in our town we don't want 


it,for in the election that Fall it wag defeated, 


don® years later Mr. Grigge daughter, Mra. Ella 


sles gave the money to the Methodist Church to help 


them complete the church they had been trying to éred 
pince their church burned some years previous. 
‘About 1924 it was decided the time was ripe to 


do away with the one-room schools in our township 


A(apant) and make the Goodland school a township school. 
dnis was acoomplished and a new high school building 
ferected to the west of the then existing building, 
Venat building becoming the grade building and the new 
| structure the high achool building. MHke Mitten 

leer eres George, Monas an Ret rat gave the splendid 

| play ground equipaent inatalled on the pleygroum. 

| During the depression of the early '50's 

| both our banks closed. A re-organization was effected 
| whereby we have one bank known as the Goodland State 

| Sank and Mr. Arthur Mitten, Carl Tedford and R. Lb. 

| Constable labored long and well to make it the suc- 

| cess it became. 

In the early 1930's Thomas Mitten decided 
he would like to give our town something in the way 

| of a memorial to his father and mother. Sack in 1874 


his two eldest brothers, William and George, had come 
E to Goodland from “%ngland and the following year 
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his parents and tho rest of the family came. Thomas 


spent his youth here in Goodland, leter leaving and 


Ipecene interested in street railways, becoming a 
traction magnate in Philadelphiae He had always had 


qe special regard for William Foster for he felt Mr. 


‘ 


| foster had done 80 


} ous ways and advising him wisely, so he decided that 


Junto this memorial to his parents should be some~ 
} thing honoring Wm. Foster as well, knowing how dear 


to the heart of Mr. Foster had been this little town 
ful financially how much he would have done for it. 
ment of the old park to the present one in honor of 


building ereoted in it, known as the Mitten Memorial 
Building, containing our library, club rooms, scout 


rooms ,offices for town officials. 


ments in his chosen field made others of our former 


much for him, helping him in vari- ) 


of Goodland and hag he, Mr. Voster, been more success= 
The result of all thisrds the enlargement and develop= 


William Voster, known as Foster Park, and the exquisite 


Thinking of Thomas “Mitten and his accomplish- 


citizens come to mind. Many have gone forth from here 


and done very well — however I'm thinking of a few tho 


ye become stand-outs in their field. For example, 


rtley Rowe who hes been signally honored by his 


lma mater Purdue for his achievements in enginesr— 


ding, Dre Cecil Olerk,» nationally known ophtha lnolo- 
3 gist. Dean of Ophthalmology at Indiana University, 
and even in the world of jaaz our Eddie Condon is 


known as Mre Jaze And there doubtless are otherse 
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1900 


dentists 

hotels 

saloons 

Churches 

Physicians 

shoe shop 

elevators 

Lawyers 

draymen 

feed store 

drug stores 

restaurants 

tailor shops 

wagon shops 

private banks 

millinery stores 
hardware stores 
implement dealers 
electric light plant 
dry goods and grocery stores 
loan and savings Assoc. 
tinware and notion store 
newspaper and printing office 
billard and pool halls 
veterinary 

photograph gallery 

real estate agents 
black smith s'hops 
broom factory 

packing house 

bowling alley 

livery stables 

meat markets 

barber shops 

lumber yard 

coal yards. 

postoffice 

telephone office, 
Library. 


1955 


1 dentist? 
2 saloons 
5 Churches 
2 doctors 
1 elevator 
1 lawyer 
1 feed store 
2 drug stores 
4 restaurants 
1 bank 
1 hardware store 
3 implement stores 
lL electfis lgzht plant 
5 grocery stores 
1 locker plant 
1 variety store 
1 loan and savings Assoc. 
1 newspaper 
1 pool hall 
1 real estate and Ins. Agency 
1 meat market 4 
2 barber shops 
1 lumber yard and coal 
1 coal yard 
1 Liquor store 
1 blacksmith 
1 furniture store 
1 Library Le 
1 postoffice 
1 telephone — 
1 jewelry shop 
2 beauty parlors 
1 dry cleaning and television shop 
1 radio and televiston shop 
1 electric shop | 
1 plumbing shop 
launder taker 
1 dry gas co. 
Powe cabins 
1 meat packer 
“2 produse co. 
- | Sherman White creamery and produce 
1 coil factory 
4 filling stations. 


Population 


Town 1899 1900. 
Goodland 889 1205 
KRentland 918 1006 
Remington 940 |. TER 
Fowler 1285 1429 
Rensselaer 1455 BANG 


Monticello 1518 2107 
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